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Recent Campaigns

In 2000 Southern Voices (SV) was invited to work with Jubilee 2000.  In our own discussions we had many disagreements but one question got ‘full-frontal’ exposure - ‘who is in ‘debt’ to whom?’ we asked. ‘The financial ‘debt’ had been many times over but this apart, let us go back 400 years; to the first interaction between Europeans and the South. Let us look at slavery, colonialism, the deliberate impoverishment of the South, wanton destruction of small industries (copper, arms, cotton in Africa and Asia, for example), then let us talk about ‘debt’. Jubilee 2000 used the term ‘Debt forgiveness’. Despite the ecumenical underpinning to this usage, in the popular imagination, it reinforced the idea that the South needed ‘forgiveness’ and succeeded in embedding the notion of Southern ‘indebtedness’.

Make Poverty History (MPH) linked into ‘Drop the Debt’. I ask if poverty can be addressed without addressing the overweening greed and wealth of the North; the culture of consumption that begins in the cradle?  A very different scenario could emerge if we changed the slogan to ‘Make wealth history’. The spotlight would have to turn on the North. We would have to look at our own consumerism, life style choices, and redistribution. All much more threatening to the current international system than a slogan that suggests that additional aid or ‘debt’ cancellation will solve all. There is greater flow of money South to North for ‘debt’ repayment and Southerners transfer more money back than the UK Aid budget does. 
2006 reported on the progress made on Debt, Aid and Trade – the DATA Report.  This observed that the least progress had been made on Trade.  Hardly surprising. In a letter that only my local paper printed I observed, ‘Any real change in trade terms and practice would mean not just a paradigm shift in concepts and thinking but a seismic shift in power relations’ Unjust practices are a major deterrent to Southern ‘development’. 

So if the Ethical trading and Fair Trade movement  are to be genuine players in ‘development’ or justice issues, it must offer more than an alternative to the liberal conscience of its bulk support. The challenge for the Fair Trade movement is to encourage its supporters to be consistent in their buying (ie Fair Trade need to be continuous rather than just when it’s convenient, and consequent in consumption patterns (aim to follow through on all purchases). It could be more incisive on international trading systems and institutions. Why is its support of the development of small trade in the south is selective? Why is cocoa imported into Europe and processed here?  Why isn’t Ghanaian chocolate imported to the North?  The given reason may be that it is not to European taste. Isn’t this then, a case for supporting the development of this kind of product? Are there too many powerful interests involved? And how does Fair Trade and ethical trading align its interests with the needs of British farmers?  
Some other crucial questions relate to our own consumption. How much are the problems caused because we have made commonplace things that have been used sparingly in the past like certain food stuffs and metals? Are we promoting the notion that we can ethically consume our way to prosperity (for ourselves and others)? Is the current economic model compatible with sustainability?

Why don’t we discuss ‘ethical’ or sustainable consumption? Is ‘green consumerism’ a sustainable concept? In presenting the DATA report, Geldof described the breakdown of trust between Africa and the G8 as between parents and children – what does this suggest? 
By presenting people who need to be ‘saved’ or ‘taken’ out of poverty we compound the notion of people as victims or helpless. This is not true so it is not Education. People are arbitrators of their own development. Is there, then  an incompatibility between the ‘aid’ agenda and the education one? If so how do we address it? Are we sufficiently mindful of it?  
