
Working to promote learning for action and
positive global change

Newsletter – Summer Term 2008

Welcome to our Summer newsletter!

We’ve had a busy period in the last few months.
One of our recent successes has been to secure
an extension of the North-West Global
Education Network for a further five year period.
The Department for International Development
have committed £800,000 to the network, which
will continue to benefit Lancashire, Cumbria,
Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Cheshire.
LGEC is the accountable body for this network,
which benefits schools and organisations across
the region and is managed by Development
Education Centres and partners from across the
region. Read more under the ‘NWGEN’ sections.

We’ve also decided to change our logo, to the
above, to help with our marketing. This also runs
alongside a very new and improved website
which has just been launched. Please have a
look at  www.lgec.org.uk 

We’re about to publish a new brochure outlining
the different services, training packages that we
can offer, and resources that we have for sale.
One is for schools, the other aimed at Further
Education colleges. This will also be available to
download from our website shortly, or contact us
to request a copy via mail.

Finally, we’re currently reviewing our
membership structure and we’d really
appreciate your views and contribution, to
help us offer our membership improved
benefits and services. The survey will
literally only take you a few minutes to
complete online and would really help us.
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/5jz3vo

Enjoy your summer break!
Richard Corbridge

LGEC Chief Executive

LGEC Annual General Meeting

We are able to give you early notice of this
year’s Annual General meeting. The chosen
date is Thursday 18th September, venue yet to
be decided. More details will be sent out nearer
the time, but we hope you will be able to put this
date in your diary.
I shall be retiring from the Board of Trustees at
the July committee meeting, and as yet we are
not sure who will be taking my place. However
we are always keen to hear from anyone who
may have an interest in becoming a Board
member, it can be interesting and rewarding
work knowing that you are helping with the
important work of running the Organisation, plus
the fact that it can sometimes broaden
experience in the field of employment. New
members are normally elected at the AGM, so if
you would like to know more please contact me
at the Centre, or look at our web-site.
 After July I will still continue to work at LGEC as
a volunteer in the office, which brings me to
mention the fact that from time to time we seek
volunteers for different types of work. In
particular at the moment we would like help with
our library resource centre, the number of hours
worked can be organised according to a
person’s wishes, so please see our web-site for
volunteer vacancies. I can assure you that
LGEC is a very agreeable environment to work
in – I’ve been here ten years and still feel very
committed.
.

Carol McQueen
Secretary of the Board of Trustees  

Who’s Who at LGEC?

Chief Executive – Richard Corbridge
Projects Manager – Desna Mackenzie
Finance Manager – Champa Patel
Vicky Hutchinson – Global Skills Project worker
Amy Jones – Global Youth Action worker
Alosa Kaimacuata – Engaging the Disengaged
project worker
Marjorie Drake – Beyond Citizenship worker
Sarah Hetherington – SLIDE (School Linking In
Diversity) project worker and North West Global
Education Network (NWGEN) Sub-regional Co-
ordinator
Eddy Richards – NWGEN Co-ordinator
Ulrike Meister – Administration Assistant
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Global  Youth  Action:  LGEC’s Youth
Project  

Global  Youth
Action

Global Collective
5 young people from Lancashire attended an
energetic Global Peer Education training
course in London run by the DEC. They are
now eagerly planning sessions to deliver to
school groups and other youth groups around
poverty, preventable diseases and inequality.
If you want the group to come and talk to your
group/class please contact Amy Jones.

The Global Collective Lancashire at Peer
Education Training 2008

Global Youth Action Projects

There are some really exciting projects
already this year:  

- Young people exploring identity and
prejudice through drama at Burnley
Youth Theatre.

- Students Against Violence are
exploring conflict with other young
people through delivering break dance
workshops. 

- Young people from Oldham are
exploring immigration and refugees.

- Young people in Fleetwood are
learning about their environment and
how to make the most of it through art
and volunteering.  

There is still a pot of funding and support for
groups who wish to take action in their
communities through a Global Youth Action
Project. 

Global Bites
Global Bites are short taster sessions on
different issues designed to capture the
imagination of young people. We are
developing Global Bites in: 

- Young Peoples Rights 
- Campaigning and making a change!
- Fashion, Image and Identity
- Football, the Global Sport
- Guns and Weapons

The sessions will use games, creative
activities, DVD’s, objects, images, and
discussions to support young people in
exploring issues.  
The Global Bites will be available to all youth
groups and centres from June 1st and will be
delivered by staff and young people from the
Global Collective. 

- Please contact Amy Jones for more
details on: 01772 252299 amy.jones
@lgec.org.uk

 
:

  

Global  Skills

Well… the Global Skills project has come to
an end after 3 very interesting and eventful
years.  The project has been an innovative
one and I feel, in some ways, that we are at
the beginning of something rather than the
end.  Interest in looking at global issues in
some further education sectors is increasing,

2



particularly (we have found) with some local
authority learning departments.  In March I did
some Global Skills training for Leicestershire
Adult Learning Service, and in May I ran two
workshops at the London Borough of Enfield’s
Lifelong Learning Conference.  Leicestershire
Adult Learning Service also bought the Global
Skills teaching resource in electronic format so
that all their relevant tutors could access it.   

In addition to the training, we had planned to
run a Global Skills conference in Preston in
February.  Unfortunately we had to cancel this
conference because of a lack of interest.   It
seems that because this is a very new area for
further education, we are still relying on
individually interested tutors, and have not yet
got the interest or support from colleges at a
management level.  

Despite the project coming to the end of its
funding from DFID, we are still keen to
promote this work through the training and the
resource pack.  I will also be working on a
smaller Global Skills maths resource to
compliment the English/ESOL pack already
produced.

We had wanted to build on the work of the
Global Skills project by obtaining funding from
DFID to do a global awareness project in the
Family Learning field.  The project entitled,
‘Local Families Global Learning’, was
submitted to the Development Awareness
Fund last November, but unfortunately our bid
was unsuccessful.  However we are still keen
to work in this area, so are planning to submit
a proposal to the Big Lottery Family Learning
Fund as soon as possible.  So…keep your
fingers crossed and watch this space!

Don’t forget, if anyone is interested in buying a
copy of  'Global Skills: Understanding The
World Through English', please contact Vicky
on 01772  252299
       Vicky Hutchinson Global Skills Worker

  

NWGEN 

NWGEN recently agreed a strategy with
funding from DfID for the next 5 years. The
main elements are:
 

· Working with clusters of schools to
support them in including a global
dimension in their teaching and school
life, and to enable teachers to support
each other within the clusters. Initially
LENS coordinators around the region
will work with 10 clusters of schools
and this will be expanded in future
years. 

· Becoming a Learning Network through
a series of seminars and training
events. There are a number of events
coming up in the near future including
Modern Day Slavery (sharing ideas and
resources for teaching about this in a
relevant way, especially through the
museum education sector); Social
Enterprise and the Global Dimension
(for organisation working on social
enterprise in schools); Talking Rights –
Teaching Responsibility (Human Rights
and the Global Dimension). 

Advocacy through a new glossy magazine
giving teachers the opportunity to showcase
the fantastic global dimension work they are
doing and encourage and inspire others. We
recently produced a short film about our work
shown at the National Association of Head
Teacher’s conference - this can be viewed at
www.nahttv.com.     Please contact
                         Eddy Richards 
                NWGEN Regional Co-ordinator

NWGEN in Lancashire 
(North West Global Education Network)

Last term saw NWGEN being involved in two
conferences at the Learning Excellence
Woodlands Conference Centre in Chorley.
The first was the Annual PSHE (Personal
Social and Health Education) Conference for
Coordinators, at which a workshop on how the
Global Dimension can enhance and
compliment PSHE practice was delivered. The
second was to support schools on how they
can approach sustainable issues across the
whole school� curriculum A keynote speech
was delivered emphasising that if the children
of today are to become effectively equipped
and educated to become the global citizens of
tomorrow, then it is vital that a Global
Dimension should permeate not only all areas
of the curriculum, but also of school life.
Indeed a strong Global dimension ran
throughout the day.� There was a workshop
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run by Marjorie Drake and Sarah Hetherington
giving� practical ideas and advice on how to
embed� the Global� Dimension.� Cumbria
DEC delivered a workshop on using P4C
(Philosophy for Children) as a way of
engaging with the outdoor environment and of
promoting global citizenship. In addition there
were seven other sessions including how to
re-use plastic bags to create attractive book
covers, advice on how to calculate your water-
footprint and looking at alternative energy
sources through Design Technology. There
has been very positive feedback about the
event and already people have asked when
the next one will be!

As of April  this year, NWGEN is going to be
following  a  different  approach.  Whilst  still
maintaining the useful  contacts built  up over
the  years  with  key  organisations,  the
emphasis  will  be  more  on  working  in
partnership with clusters of schools. This will
involve initially assessing the extent to which
the  Global  Dimension  is  embedded  in  the
schools, followed by drawing up a plan of how
best to extend and enhance this. Advice and
support  will  be  provided  as appropriate,  this
could be for example staff training, help with
curriculum  planning  or  suggestions  for
activities and resources. The schools will then
be encouraged and supported in sharing their
experiences  and  learning  through  cluster
meetings.  Support  will  gradually  reduce,  as
clusters  become  more  self-sustaining.
Concurrently  additional  clusters  will  join  the
project.  It  is  the aim that  by the end of  five
years,  there  will  be  35 such  clusters  across
the North West region, thereby representing a
substantial body of experience and evidence
of  working  in  partnership  with  schools  to
successfully  embed  the  Global  Dimension.If
you would like any further information on this
or would like to become involved, please get
in contact.

Sarah Hetherington
Learning Education Network (LENS)

Coordinator in Lancashire
.

SLIDE (School  Linking  in Diversity
School Linking In Diversity Education
(SLIDE)
The four  schools  receiving intensive  support
are approaching the most exciting stage of the

project  -  when  they  actually  meet  up!  At
Waterfoot,  the children from both sites have
explored  ‘who  they  are’  by  filling  up  hand
outlines  with  things  which  are  important  to
them  and  their  lives.  They  then  swapped
these  with  their  ‘other  half’  and  looked  for
similarities and differences.  They then chose
two children who they were particularly looking
forward to meeting. Meanwhile they have also
been learning games from around the world,
which they will play together when they meet
up in June. Fingers crossed they will also be
jointly going on their school trip to the seaside.

The teachers have said that the activities have
really  helped  encourage  excitement  and
curiosity  about  their  friends  from  the  other
school site and cannot wait to meet up!
Meanwhile the link between the Year 6
classes at Gisburn and Marsden has had to
take a back seat for a while as the children
have been preparing for sitting their SATs.
However, the teachers feel that the link will
provide an excellent focus for the pupils in the
long post-SATS period. Anti-racism activities
will be going ahead soon, prior to the schools
meeting up for a sport themed day hosted� at
Marsden and a ‘Where does your food come
from?’ day at Gisburn, which will include a
farm visit�

Already the Year  3-4 teams in  both schools
are keen to become involved in the link and
are  arranging  visits  to  help  enhance  their
geography topic about contrasting localities. 
This current phase of the project will draw to a
close at the end of the summer term and new
schools  will  be  selected  for  receiving  the
intensive  support  package.  If  there  are  any
schools  that  would  be  interested  in  getting
involved in school linking, then please get in
touch. The SLIDE project is an excellent way
to  help  pupils  gain  greater  awareness  and
understanding of the issues of self-identity and
diversity whilst also bringing the curriculum to
life. 

Sarah Hetherington
SLIDE Project Worker

Sarah.hetherington@lgec.org.uk
01772 252299
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“Partners for  Global  School”
Directory

Please see enclosure for latest on this.

Global Dimension

The Global Dimension package for primary
schools

We have recently been developing a special
“package” of in-depth support for primary
schools which are aiming to embed their
Global Dimension work into school life.  This
could be one, two or three terms’ work with a
choice of  3 options out of 6 for £945.  As an
introductory offer we are offering 2
schools the chance to try out the package
before the end of December at a hefty
subsidy of 66%, bringing the cost down to
£345.  One school has already taken up the
offer so if you want to take advantage of this
bargain, get in touch soon!  The offer is only
open up to the end of this term.  (See
enclosed flyer for full details).

Gl

New Resources

The following two items are from the latest
DEA members’ newsletter:

(1) British Red Cross Myanmar
Assembly Kit

This short, news-based assembly is
suitable for use in both primary and
secondary schools. It is designed to help
focus students' minds on the cyclone that
recently struck Myanmar/Burma and the
devastation the high winds, heavy rain
and tidal surges caused. It includes
important lessons about preparedness,
and about interpreting media coverage. It
aims:
- to help students appreciate the need for
swift and effective action in response to a
disaster

- to increase students' understanding of
how detailed and accurate knowledge is
vital to disaster relief
- to help students think about media
coverage of major disasters and to
encourage them to look critically at the
news agenda.

It can be used in any educational setting
with young people – informally or as part
of citizenship education. There is also
background information for teachers in the
form of a Disasters Emergency
Committee briefing which explains how a
DEC appeal comes about.

Download pack from:
������������	
���

����������������� .

(2) New Resources from Oxfam
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United Utilities Climate Change programme

This is a free service from United Utilities for
schools.  They run “Water Awareness”
workshops for children at their Education
Centre near Wigan, and follow this up with
visits to schools to involve the whole school.
More details:  01257 425550,  email
education@uuplc.co.uk. website
www.unitedutilities.com/education

New resources from Sustrans
Free from Sustrans are 2 new information
sheets, covering

· Obesity and active travel in young
people

· The impact of school travel on our
climate

These will add to the series of 10 information
sheets on school travel and can be
downloaded from
www.saferoutestoschools.org.uk, or phone
0117 915 0100 for a free copy.
ActionAid is offering a free toolkit  to teachers
on climate change, Powerdown, which offers 

New Climate Change Resources for
Teachers

· Climate stories from Asia, Africa and
Latin America

· Photo cards and film clips
· Lesson ideas, curriculum links and

activity sheets

With separate toolkits for primary and
secondary schools, you can help bring to life
for your pupils  some of the causes and
possible impacts of climate change, and
explore the potential for solutions. To order
ring 020 7561 7563, or email
liz.ewen@actionaid.org

Oxfam has a new book for young children,
Who will save us? telling the story of climate
change through the lives of penguins Flip,
Flap, Waddle, Splash and Littlest.
We have a copy in the centre or you can order
it  from Oxfam for £6.99.
www.oxfam.org.uk/education  (not in the
catalogue)

Events and projects

 Shoot Nations global youth
photography competition
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Eden Project
Cornwall’s Eden Project is encouraging all
schools to get involved in their Gardens for
Life project, where schools in different
countries  (India, Kenya, the Gambia and the
UK) exchange information about their
gardens.  More info from Tony Potterton,
Tpotterton@EdenProject.com.
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